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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT r 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET .~ t".~ /-
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20503 ' / ~ 
Honorable James O. Eastland 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 
Dear Senator Eastland: 
.....- ,"" .... -- "------~ R 9-
This is in r espons e to your letter concerning the transmittal 
of the Program and Assessment to the Congress as required 
by the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning 
Act (RPA). 
As you know, the Assessment and Program were transmitted 
to the Congress on March 2, 1976. I sincerely regret that 
it was not possible to transmit these documents earlier 
and any difficulties that this might cause the Congress 
in its consideration of the budget for fiscal year 1977. 
A high priority was assigned to getting these documents 
to the Congress at the earliest possible date; but the 
time available to complete the process, as the Congress 
recognized when the RPA legislation was being considered, 
was extremely short in view of its scope, complexity and 
importance. Frankly, we believe the undertaking would 
have benefitted from having additional time to complete a 
more thorough evaluation of the data presently available 
and to refine some of the cost estimates and associated 
results. This would have provided a better basis for 
choosing among the alternatives presented. 
Work will continue to evaluate and change the present RPA 
Program and to develop better data and procedures for 
accomplishing the next cycle due in 1980. This year, 
efforts will be concentrated on improving the basis for 
selecting particular combinatioffi, levels, and timing of 
programs. I am confident that the Congress will support 
these efforts. 
2 
With regard to your concern about OMB officials meeting 
with various groups, I believe it is essential and proper 
for us to hear the views of different affected groups on 
significant public policy issues. OMB in its ~ole as advisor 
to the President obviously needs to be well informed. Useful 
insight can be gained without duplicating the public partici-
pation process already undertaken by the Department. I 
believe it is important that we continue to hear firsthand 
from interested groups and individuals on many matters. 
I look forward to working with you on these matters in the 
coming mont hs . 
James T. Lynn 
Director 
' .. 
HERMAN E. TALMADGE, GA •• CHAIRMAN 
JAM ES O. EASTLAND, MISS. . ROBERT DOLE, KANS. 
G EORGE MC GOVERN, S. OAK. 
JAMES B. ALLEN, ALA. 
HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, MINN. 
WALTE R D . HUDDL ESTON, KY. 
DICK CLARK, IOWA 
MILTON R. YOUNG, N . OAK. 
CARL T. CURTIS, NEBR. 
HENRY BELLMON, OKLA. 
JESSE HELMS, N.C. 
RICHARD B. STONE, FLA. 
PATRICK J. LEAHY, VT. COMMITTEE ON 
AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY 
• 
MICHAEL R. MC LEOD 
GENERAL COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510 
February 5, 1976 
Mr. James Lynn, Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
Executive Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20503 
Dear Mr. Lynn: 
This letter is in connection with the Program and 
Assessment for the National Forest System required 
under the provisions of the Forest and Rangeland 
Renewable Resources Act of 1974 • 
It is my understanding that this material is now 
under review in your office, and that you are seek-
ing the advice of industrial and conservation organi-
zations on the finished product. 
While I realize that the material presented in the 
Assessment and Program are very complex. and require 
due consideration, I must remind you that the law 
requires that this material be submitted to Congress 
as of December 31, 1975. 
I would not be so persistent about this matter ex-
cept that my subcommittee's budget report to the 
Budget Committee must be submitted no later than 
March 31. Legislation to deal with the so-called 
Monongahela case will probably have to be reported 
to the Senate Floor by May 15 0 And we only have 60 
days to review the Program and Assessment under the 
provisions of the law. 
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It seems to me that the Forest Service provided ample 
opportunity for industry and conservation groups to 
provide their input. Certainly my subcommittee will 
hold comprehensive hearingsc Your office has been 
involved in putting the- Program and Assessment to-
gether as a result of the interrelationship between 
the Program and the Budget. Therefore, it would 
appear that the most expedient thing at present would 
be to make these documents available to Congress, in-
cluding the . President's proposal for resolving the 
Monongahe'la situation, so .tha t we can go about our work. 
Your generous compliance with my request will be deeply 
appreciated. 
With personal regards and best wishes, I am 
r9 . 
u.S.S. 
t· "" " -i ........,. .... ~ _ 
; ~ . 
~.: .. . 
) -'" .... ~ ~ 
. 
i 
., 
, 
, ,- "'1 
I 
l ; . 
.> • 
• 
1 .. .. 
r 
.. 
~. ~ ,. 
. ,r.. l!. 
l"r "'..-
t,' . 
;,. ,. 
$ 
------------------------- - - - - --' ---- --------------
'·1 ",. . ..,. .... ~ '_ . . 
~~' .... 2:i-:."l..~ .... - -: ·:-"\~_._.-~:;-_ .. ' t .. ~ ... rr;. - .'f_...J- .. :~ ~. ' .... . .it'- ~"' .• :", ;.' ·:i • -. ... -;. .. : '.... ... • : .... - ... - , .. ,.~- •. - ... ~, .. _ ...... . ca.... .... Ji,. - .. ' _ . ~~ .f . _ 
• " ..... :c,.I ·. : I .. ~, " "'\. . ' .. ~ v .. ""'.. .. . .', - .... :~:~. .. -" ~ ...... 1 ~ .... ' ".,' .••..• _,' .. ~. - . ~_ • " i. ' ..;... •. - .: ... ~ •• --;: ..... -.- --" 
• ,.. - -'. _.... - .. - ........ 1 : ",,",& -' . ..... . .,.., .. .. _ . . ... ..... ..~ _ .. • . _ .... _ r _ _ 
_ - .. _ _ _... _ .... • _ _ _ • --: 4 
- - - I • 
.-- ..:. . - ::"'- .. ~ .. " ..... 
.. 
. .. :. l.. 
, ~ ~-...... 
f"' - 4 ,:.I 
. ~ ~/~ . ~.~ "';~ .. ~;: ~~( ~ ~:~-~ . 
.. . , ..-
-- . . ~ 
~ . - _ . 
f!' . ".. , .... 
~ . .. ~ ... ~. I!I: .... . 
